CHAPTER IX

THE CAREER OF D.D. HOME

DANIEL DUNGLAS HOME was born in
1833 at Currie, a village near Edinburgh.
There was a mystery about his parentage,
and it has been both asserted and denied that he was
related in some fashion to the family of the Earl of
Home. Certainly he was a man who inherited
elegance of figure, delicacy of feature, sensitiveness of
disposition and luxury in taste, from whatever source
he sprang. But for his psychic powers, and for the
earnestness which they introduced into his complex
character, he might have been taken as the very type
of the aristocratic younger son who inherits the
tendencies, but not the wealth, of his forbears.

Home went from Scotland to New England, at the
age of nine years, with his aunt who had adopted him,
a mystery still surrounding his existence. When he
was thirteen he began to show signs of the psychic
faculties he had inherited, for his mother, who was
descended from an old Highland family, had the
characteristic second-sight of her race. His mystical
trend had shown itself in a conversation with his boy
friend, Edwin, about a short story where, as the result
of a compact, a lover, after his death, manifested his
presence to his lady-love. The two boys pledged
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